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SUBJECT: AMERICANS INVITED TO FALL 1973 CANTON TRADE FAIR 
REF: STATE 180675 

1. U.S. BUSINESSMAN WHO HAS ATTENDED OR OBSERVED SEVERAL 
CANTON TRADE FAIRS IN THE PAST MET 9/17 WITH PRCLO COM- 
MERCIAL OFFICER RE HIS OWN PARTICIPATION IN FALL 1973 
CANTON FAIR. BUSINESSMAN WAS TOLD THAT HE WAS NOT ON LIST, 
WHICH WAS NOW ''OUT", AND THAT, IN FACT, MANY WHO HAD 
ATTENDED FAIRS IN PAST HAD BEEN DROPPED INASMUCH AS THEY 
SHOULD BE WILLING TO "TAKE TURNS'" AND "GIVE OTHERS AN 
OPPORTUNITY". PRCLO OFFICER STATED THAT "VAST MAJORITY" 

OF AMERICAN ATTENDEES AT UP-COMING FAIR WOULD BE NEW 
FACES AND THAT PRIOR ATTENDEES WOULD BE "SMALL MINORITY". 
WHEN ASKED WHAT TOTAL AMERICAN ATTENDANCE WOULD BE, PRCLO 
OFFICER SAID IT WOULD BE NO RPT NO GREATER THAN LAST 
FAIR. PRESSED AS TO WHETHER THIS MEANT ABOUT 150 
AMERICANS, HE RESPONDED THAT "IF YOU COUNTED ABSOLUTELY 
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EVERYONE" WHO WENT, "IT MIGHT GO THAT HIGH". 


Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 



Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 30 JUN 2005 


2. POSSIBLY, PRCLO TOOK THIS LINE TO MOLLIFY BUSINESSMAN 
WHO UPSET ABOUT HAVING BEEN TURNED DOWN. NEVERTHELESS, 
USLO OFFICER MAY WISH. IN COURSE OF PRESENTATION TO MFT 
ON USLO-CONGEN HONG KONG PRESENCE AT FAIR (REFTEL), TO 

INQUIRE ABOUT NUMBER OF AMERICAN ATTENDEES AT THIS FAIR. 
PRC HAS PROVIDED SUCH INFORMATION TO USG IN PAST THROUGH 
PARIS. SHOULD MFT CONFIRM THAT NUMBER AT THIS YEAR'S 
FAIR WILL BE SAME AS SPRING 73 ATTENDANCE, USLO MAY 
WISH TO PROBE PRC REASONING, ESPECIALLY IN VIEW OF 
US -PRC TRADE IMBALANCE WHICH PRESUMABLY WILL NOT BE 
HELPED BY THIS LIMITED AMERICAN ATTENDANCE AT THE FAIR. 
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